‘Ron Labrie (front) with Absolute Home Services and James Kelley with Builders FirstSource start
to putfinishing touches on a four-bedroom house being built in St. Stephen Wednesday as part
of the Habitat for Humanity Builders Blitz.
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bbedroom house in five days.
| If it sounds like a lofty assign-
ment, that’sbecause itis, said Jere-
imy Graves, president of FirstCoast
Jomes: FirstCoast and 10 other
lﬂocal builders agreed to take part
Habitat for Humanity’s annual
{Builders Blitz and together build
isix new houses this week.
§ TheBuilders Blitzisa collabora-
tive effort with Charleston Trident
%\Lme Builder’s Association and
e five local Habitat affiliates.
Some builders have teamed up,
hile others are working alone.
The FirstCoast house off Kylie
{Lane was nearly complete Wednes-
y afternoon, with vinyl siding,
ceiling, plumbing installation and
g;ilnted walls, They hoped to be
ished by noon today.
\ “It’sachievable, but you've got to

et everybody onboard,” said Will

Herrmg, FirstCoast project man-
ager He added that the concerted
effort of all the contractors has
een invaluable: “I've been very
Epressed g

,elmore‘and' Melissa Reeves -

will be moving from their trailer
in Strawberry, where they live
with their five children. The fam-
ly has put in 500 hours of service
helping other Habitat projects, in
dition to contnbutmg to their
new home.
{Their new house is built on two

“includes upgr

ingandwallsandholesin the front
porch. P;rstCoast Homes built
the 1,280-squake-foot house us-
ing Energy Stapsta; dards, which
d insulation,
glazing on windows to keep out
UV rays and and additional ceil-
ing to sealin air-conditioning, All
of these enhancements combined
could save between 25 to 30 per-
cent on energy bills, Graves said.
“If you are saving $200 a year
on power, that can be put some-
where else,” he said, “We spend a
little more up front so the hom-
eowner can benefit greatly over
the years.”
: The FirstCoast team has dedi-
cated their week to the project,
working sun up to sun down and
putting off other projects in the
meantime, About 25 people from
FirstCoast's different contract-
ing .companies and Habitat for
Humanity's staff have worked on

the house each day. The project has [F

been tough work; but hasalso been |

“a rewardmg ex rience, Graves |
elping a family |

said~Alon
obtain ahome of their own, they
are able to show off their building |

skillsand have a friendly compe- ‘

ntlon'mth the other teams — an

ded perk; especially when they '

havebeen ahead. ] |
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